
Honourable Parliamentary Secretary, Members of parliament,   

Ambassadors, dear Guests.  

It is my pleasure to welcome you this morning to the first Maltese conference 

which focuses specifically on the issue of Human Trafficking and Prostitution.   

Trafficking for the purpose of sexual exploitation is the most widely reported 

form of Trafficking in Human Beings in the European Union.   Trafficking 

leaves no country untouched and is also definitely happening around us.  

A quick Google search for local massage parlours (not the conventional type) 

and trafficked persons will yield a worrying number of cases which have made 

it to our law courts. With so many massage parlours mushrooming around 

every town and village on our island, one can safely assume that those cases 

which make it to court, are just the tip of the iceberg. 

We know very little, if anything about the women working in the massage 

parlours that offer additional sex services and the conditions they work in. We 

also know very little about the women working as prostitutes elsewhere, in 

flats, hotels and on the streets.   What we do know, is that women and girls 

are disproportionately affected by forced labour for the commercial sex 

industry, and the ILO claims that they represent 99% of victims (see: 

https://www.ilo.org/global/publications/books/WCMS_575479/lang--en/index.htm).   

This conference builds on the fundamental premise that victims of Trafficking 

are people who are in a position of vulnerability.  What does this mean? It 

means that we are talking about persons who have no real choice.  The lack of 

acceptable alternatives often drives the vulnerable to submit themselves to 

abuse and danger and to allow others to use them.  

We want to stress that in this conference we are not only talking about foreign 

women.  Trafficking does not automatically mean cross border trafficking of 

persons between one country and the other (smuggling).  

Malta is a signatory to the United Nations’ Palermo Convention (2003). This 

provides an internationally recognised definition of Human Trafficking. In this 

context, Human Trafficking involves the recruitment, harbouring or 

transporting of people into situations of exploitation through the use of 

violence, deception, coercion or forcing people to work against their will.   



The UN Glossary on Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (2016) defines Sexual 

Exploitation as:  Any actual or attempted abuse of position of vulnerability, 

including, but not limited to, profiting monetarily, socially or politically from 

the sexual exploitation of another person. These can include underage 

children, or trans and gay men, apart from women. 

It follows that anybody who abuses an individual’s vulnerability and lives on 
the profits gained through their exploitation is trafficking those individuals.  

Trafficking and coercion for prostitution is more common than we think.  
While there are no current figures for Malta, an EU report indicates that in 
the Netherlands, where prostitution is legal, it is estimated that 60 to 70% of 
women in prostitution are forced to do so by criminal groups (EU, 2014, p. 
38)( See: https://publications.europa.eu/en/.../3623a253-ea26-4f62-b287-3f3e3ba6cf99) 

Let us keep reminding ourselves that trafficking and prostitution are demand 

driven. It is the money of sex buyers that lines the pocket of sexual traffickers.  

Without the demand for sex by sex buyers, these traffickers would not need to 

groom or deceive or coerce vulnerable persons including children, into 

prostitution.  An empirical analysis from 150 countries confirms that on 

average, countries where prostitution has been made legal, these experience 

larger reported human trafficking inflows (Seo-Young,  Dreher & Neumayer, 2012). 

Hence this timely conference seeks to start an honest debate about the issue, 

and seeks to provide answers to some of the pending and complex questions 

regarding sexual exploitation, prostitution and trafficking.    

We hope to raise awareness and encourage a healthy debate on this issue. 

Vulnerable people need our support and I am sure that this is the reason why 

many of us are here today.  

Before starting this conference please allow me to thank the many people 

who made this conference possible.  First and foremost, Dr Anna Vella of Dar 

Hosea, and the formidable team at A4E (especially Steph), and the CLS 

supporting staff. I would also like to thank our distinguished guest speakers, 

moderators and panellists who all generously accepted our invitation to 

participate.  Last but not least I would like to thank the Swedish Ambassador 

to Malta (Cecilia Bjorner), the British High Commission, Times of Malta, 

https://publications.europa.eu/en/.../3623a253-ea26-4f62-b287-3f3e3ba6cf99


Falkun Films and the Centre for Labour Studies at the UOM, for their kind 

collaboration.  

I now invite the Parliamentary Secretary - Honourable Julia Farrugia Portelli, 

to deliver her opening speech.  

 


